Semester Exam Preparation and Test Taking Tips
Tips, Tricks, and Strategies to Help You Prepare and Perform
· Some Information About Semester Exams
· They are comprehensive/cumulative 
· You will have an hour and a half to complete the exam
· Exemptions- With all A’s, you can exempt 1 in 6th grade and 9th grade, 2 in 7th grade and 10th grade, 3 in 8th and 11th grade. 12th grade is a class by class basis
· They are designed with college prep in mind
· Before The Test
· Study Well
· Do not start studying the day before the test’
· Prepare a study time table now or this weekend
· Be sure to take frequent breaks as your brain reaches a threshold of information before your processes capacity needs a break
· Do your review from your teacher
· Ask questions
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Be Informed
· Ask your instructor the format of the test questions and how much each section is worth (multiple choice, short answer, essay, word problems, true/false, etc)
· Ask your instructor what areas or concepts will be highlighted on test
· You do not want to spend 3 hours review for chapter 1 when there will only be 3 questions that cover chapter 1
· Go over old tests and quizzes
· Highlight the concepts or problems you have struggled with, then go back and pay special attention to them
· Create a quizlet and watch videos (crash course)
· Memory Techniques
· Help Your Brain
· Do something specific like suck on a particular flavor of mint while you study for your math test, then, when you go take the test, bring the same type of mint to suck on while you test. Your brain will help recall the information better with association
· Study with a friend- one that will help you and not waste your time
· Use Mnemonic Devices
· Memory tricks such as Acronyms- Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally (order of operations- Parenthesis, Exponents, Multiplication, Division, Addition, Subtraction)
· Keywords: for example, the Spanish word cabina means phone booth. Picture a cab trying to fit in a phone booth and it will help you remember the word
· During the Test
· The Day Of
· Get a good night’s sleep
· Eat a good breakfast
· Go to the bathroom
· Make sure you have pencils, erasers, etc before the test
· Bring a watch so you can budget your time
· When You Get the Test
· Do a quick survey of the entire test so you know how to budget your time
· Do the easiest problems first. Do not sit stuck on a problem. Star it, then move on to the problems you know how to do. You may come across something later in the test that jogs your memory
· Do not rush. Read and re-read the directions. Some directions ask for more than one answer
· Write legibly. If your teacher cannot read what you wrote, it will most likely be marked as wrong
· Taking the Test
· Always read the whole question carefully. Do not make assumptions about what the problem is asking
· Again, if you get to a question you do not know, mark it and move on. 
· Do not worry or pay attention to if others finish before you
· If you have time left after you finish, go back through the whole test to make sure you answered all questions. 

YOU CAN DO IT!

