
1.Choose ONE novel from the following list of Pulitzer Prize Winners.
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead

The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay by Michael Chabon

Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingslover

**Each novel is linked to where you can purchase it on Amazon. 

2.Annotated Physical Copy: All students are required to have their own physical copy of the book

and must annotate in the book itself (I.E. mark pages, highlight, make notes/write in the margins

etc.) 

Annotate (color-coded)  for the following topics: (50 total)

Blue: Identity (15 annotations)

 Moments a character’s identity is shaped, challenged, or revealed.

Margin question: What forces are shaping this character’s identity here and/or what does

this moment tell us about their identity? 

Pink: American ideals (15 annotations) 

Moments when themes of American identity are present

Justice vs. injustice (race, culture, status, inequality)

“The American Dream” (pursuit of success/happiness) 

Freedom vs. control 

Individual vs. the whole (personal choices, journey to self discovery, contribution to

society) 

Margin question: What does this moment suggest about America? 

Green: Important quotations (20 annotations) 

Beautiful/impactful imagery (Why is it impactful?) 

Commentary on society (What is it saying?) 

Connection to real-life/current events (What event does it connect to?) 

Moral/ethical questions (What does this mean?) 

Theme statements (What is the author trying to say?) 

Assignment #1--Pulitzer 

Summer Reading Assignment 

AP Language and CompositionAP Language and Composition
Happy summer and welcome to English 11. I am looking forward to having you in my class this semester!
Here are the instructions and expectations for your summer reading assignment. You will also have an in-
depth written test or in-class essay over your summer reading assignments the first full week of school. 

Disclaimer: You know what is acceptable in your home--please make sure to research appropriately with your parents
to ensure that the novels you choose suit what you are comfortable with. Some of these novels may contain mature
or heavy content and must be read with maturity. 

https://www.amazon.com/Gilead-Novel-Marilynne-Robinson/dp/1250784018/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1G7NZOYDXPUFT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gP9ZOq87j-jhT0H7G6Av1Mhy0GRHk8JpWMcUgVvhFGZ9dhnvqkK_gGnMZjczqLO0jdjs743G5TqRCPTN9O6Vtoh_uG_-a4b72iO0Q7l_0u2mcfrsEJldUDs0XFmzuEIoL_EGW1fwwDM5OOKlHBDbna-N9pkThFJNFuk8kYbhqRmfiD_vXm9wSXCIs_0Hx-Kid-BaJ1QCCxqVm5Czun-90QyIqNdMRSjz1GOlQ_h88Go.96Rigg5oQ8t4Y7YB9caRyxj2tJWrF70GgyQI1124XIo&dib_tag=se&keywords=gilead&qid=1776392808&sprefix=gilea%2Caps%2C202&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Nickel-Boys-Novel-Colson-Whitehead/dp/0345804341/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Watchman-Novel-Louise-Erdrich/dp/0062671197/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3BQ8Y1N150P8H&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Yls7NSWFtWEqqMRRfzcN0HJ9DHPfu4CBhYKbe8_hoGYqNbwVG2eCI_KheSWMpkNdOoIwBRgKMlPTCZaQElCE7rd48MZFPlv77UPL9sxFyhx4Nosc3XkmHaPdj4Idw1Y-2iL-6mGF_O-laIN7VXAhS0jXBi3bg8ab416VEsHCx-PKxwYTp0gRAnW1NWns9Nm0cOVVGnTfIgQK_yS8WfuJWtOXGMHuPG2VXd6mJWmrBAU.pGZmSNVCfuvQKFl_zKKYvlKW4fieUv_BooMTkvW5KxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+night+watchman&qid=1776392896&s=books&sprefix=the+night+watchman%2Cstripbooks%2C176&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Amazing-Adventures-Kavalier-Clay/dp/0812983580/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OFSQ919SZKEX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QqNHLkFjaiZzg3Z6mHsnYjDcovqpRLsnJZjqGGM_2JKpEdkxzt9xv6W4Ba27cxAvZdBALmZ2o7n71KtfOZR95AlnhmPPoC9j14tXAQmH9YH11yoNYnPHQUpVeEn5Ojiaw9KXNKhmNFtV4wUBLIu40gMZxVdZoo2t0g_P3J_qVoskQNOn-EKXmLeVRmwD9oQu8KjY-WVbr_LZdDQAhudmaub4Wdaakf089IrCLsLLbwQ.pPp0OtHWAY0s3KkYFQ3dxN-z-ftm_RCO05FGtCTXiZ0&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+amazing+adventures+of+kavalier+%26+clay&qid=1776392920&s=books&sprefix=the+amazing+adve%2Cstripbooks%2C161&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Demon-Copperhead-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0063251981/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OZ6YOWZJH39G&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.M8vx7K49bfhys8uZqDVkJAj9fQPS73NfTge0ZAznuU5eJMZBEvE12ZAqwkMeYTKtNdBOs_Tb9N6Z7-ucBgKQmCcA3iMXQAl9L-xYd0tp_IweRhcqtzwFsqB1Mh0huwLB5od9ryDPfQSth8OnJrcSnKItEBSV0HUH7NR8fUfGOW8t7cIIhGe1Nm6bkcYQ2iAKZ9-8Br1y0FMnDO1wEqSRq12Ph8Ksh-H5bZwgtU-rLqQ.oYHrZfgmHuy5gDXSRzmSp0q9_3qb5mxg_9PWiOyjhlk&dib_tag=se&keywords=demon+copperhead&qid=1776392942&s=books&sprefix=demon+cop%2Cstripbooks%2C171&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Demon-Copperhead-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0063251981/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OZ6YOWZJH39G&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.M8vx7K49bfhys8uZqDVkJAj9fQPS73NfTge0ZAznuU5eJMZBEvE12ZAqwkMeYTKtNdBOs_Tb9N6Z7-ucBgKQmCcA3iMXQAl9L-xYd0tp_IweRhcqtzwFsqB1Mh0huwLB5od9ryDPfQSth8OnJrcSnKItEBSV0HUH7NR8fUfGOW8t7cIIhGe1Nm6bkcYQ2iAKZ9-8Br1y0FMnDO1wEqSRq12Ph8Ksh-H5bZwgtU-rLqQ.oYHrZfgmHuy5gDXSRzmSp0q9_3qb5mxg_9PWiOyjhlk&dib_tag=se&keywords=demon+copperhead&qid=1776392942&s=books&sprefix=demon+cop%2Cstripbooks%2C171&sr=1-1


1.Choose ONE novel from the following list of memoirs
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

Educated by Tara Westover 

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

Warriors Don't Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals 

Hillbilly Elegy by JD Vance

**Each novel is linked to where you can purchase it on Amazon. 

2.Annotated Physical Copy: All students are required to have their own physical copy of the book

and must annotate in the book itself (I.E. mark pages, highlight, make notes/write in the margins

etc.) 

Annotate (color-coded)  for the following topics: (50 total) 

Blue: Author’s Rhetorical Purpose (10 annotations)

 Moments where the author is trying to accomplish something specific (inform, persuade,

critique, reflect, challenge) 

Margin question: What is the author trying to make the reader think or feel here? Why? 

Pink: Rhetorical appeals (10 annotations) 

Moments of rhetorical strategies & what they accomplish

Logos: appeal to logic (facts, reasoning, evidence) 

Pathos: appeal to emotion (tug on the heartstrings, evoke feelings) 

Ethos: appeal to credibility/authority (why is this person the best person to make this

claim?) 

Kairos: appeal to urgency (why is this moment timely and necessary right NOW) 

Margin question: How does this appeal strengthen the overall argument or message? 

Orange: Author’s craft & complexity (10 annotations) 

Moments where the author is intentional in how they are writing/structuring the text

Syntax (short vs. long sentences)

Structure (Fragmentation, chronological shifts etc.)

Repetition

Tension (conflicts with the authors message/beliefs, moments of uncertainty) 

Margin question: How do these choices/moments reinforce or challenge the author’s central

message? 

Green: Important quotations (20 annotations) 

Beautiful/impactful imagery

Commentary on society

Connection to real-life/current events

Moral/ethical questions

Theme statements: What is the author trying to say?  

Assignment #2--Memoir  

AP Language and CompositionAP Language and Composition

https://www.amazon.com/Glass-Castle-Memoir-Jeannette-Walls/dp/074324754X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oTv7T_UB744TnTa2GwlvOdVe0cqUt2uLJxrR_9DkisdTvCgMRna-naA2hU9oJVqVbgVgUBtgYpJHKiQVG9tXCDFbOojxaBCxj_4B1hrsLhEn1fXIL7-BfViqKVDWPwBBzuP6LcsMfqTi8P8GtudtxVz0_tC_F1BrWZSbyUuyNiqZggJ8YTGrBCKQQjrfTYUJfVmyxDZRis2qLJIhRjC463mbjF_-L41VEmU4Fgvrhes.6nbsJLrNlydfbQzlP2ZvDiW9srWgf6gU94GKLS0smyg&qid=1776733721&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590528/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qjIfDdaeG4v4HQa3Oq3cZFdZMbYiG6ZCrI2AcXoNTHZe0uULyyfN9wiKzc9JF9dePKCmVAkkm6KWt8rIoosRx0EZtasswiY6vTwTIXhaR-rwBZAi46sqaUCvQpi1mP2mmmvpAYkD1FrrZ0pyjLhjYK_ZKIbGUUWbzXhrmaMASZIi4a8PoD3TqRuFfvaAMZj-dAJ5U1OPet6mcIxRCTVfw7tHh6J0Oc8z0nH7J59X8SY.H-9Pr5O433PqbbX545F9k6bAguSnahLvLhkQj6ZFT0w&qid=1776733696&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/When-Breath-Becomes-Paul-Kalanithi/dp/081298840X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KxGO5zf_THBftIU2Mftq6AxZkm2bLQzHlClfZRKbqyWVenEgtMlXO4j3fKmkM0-m4CUNXTw1oWlTfcrDGR3iPIb_n-z2dmHcaBqpb1LeDn2cM8RstJYOFrs92Jz1NKAZARtVTAUxgXWwuYjtOtWy8Qzmzx6d3sPAiem6JlbhFTpTooooGqaFcCkSu_l6_oyqgs-cPNv-V9K5kjqCM7H0sVuN3OJd3rU9QH8u-bBR8O4.CnvmPT49s3K6SuEYR4jxeFy_nZvqfpS1LAEpWjoZLRA&qid=1776733633&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Movie-Tie-Redemption/dp/0593133935/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DwyfJU-JvOyjC7CJCrPH2BULyNZaAUSf827G2nF6lNi8rPl1xCfdhl1igm5N1E-dDXGYg7_7G2aqfM-Nasefq1zQVXdp22JZLpRv8W7v3RdSMUjsfKdVGVVTNXLn9bpS3Vcu-kd_TTH-pU9aAZ85Ad3sIzjluiiu0lw3bGgOlVsOUPsBJ3Moi6LO5hHxKcgb17_8f8Q_UsKeAX2HL5IC42EApX2B5BEkpah5IPrzxQE.KVU-fU-kXpAcVa37VsqMIilI_tPnB1s3YqhHJkNJ13M&qid=1776733594&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Warriors-Dont-Cry-Searing-Integrate/dp/1416948821/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HY9O1UEOR0V5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3qoUh0bmkJbjzmEiU5bb2kI2ask8BAQZPLfT1qHyiQe6rgcTqO7RV5pCwhGbKSf1bz6d_k81SZDyzpN0PFdGt4C871wRvPq0XVSRTjP-hthrGcZVzFaFK6MwTPcuYCBJTzfcaHB1FqxK8M5tAB6jc5Vp8AttdVyUT5mf5tyFLwCadZ7pttTQsh-yrSDA_WkzE2DmyVgdbCzyzXgU1zmq88Iae585_nKA8CbemytWivs.3s4NjRReUxh3ckQzJjQenoKfSH-ZJ3971nnAhhpl2-g&dib_tag=se&keywords=warriors+don%27t+cry+book&qid=1776733559&sprefix=warriors+don%27t+cry%2Caps%2C221&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hillbilly-Elegy-Memoir-Family-Culture/dp/0062300555/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.5NIzBQj7pubOvTBP0TV8t6PHWp7TImnGS6lwiBS5XlWKpywJRuxZfc8VaHbdpJI1ZtHZ7ZswV7TMj20CSxmdCOT3fbZ89EivY0iX2ZI-ntHdcliXQjSr2TYuI8aaaaOaaZpaWf401Tn0JKTNx1j38fGMIQkHYkqo0OdteFUO_DdgsY-u8y62Ry_25NqJKwkLZCwCCO-nciGzXfUwr3bxZ2aSl2fNzIqfly5d0MHD6qY.VotG9k54FLolx9AQkEZzf8DrEfuhdqovYvz_g5-TF14&qid=1776733512&sr=8-1
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