
Happy summer and welcome to English 11. I am looking forward to having you in my class this semester!
Here are the instructions and expectations for your summer reading assignment. You will also have an in-
depth written test or in-class essay over your summer reading assignments the first full week of school. 

Summer Reading Assignment 

English 11English 11

1.Choose ONE novel from the following list of Pulitzer Prize Winners.
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead

The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay by Michael Chabon

Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingslover

**Each novel is linked to where you can purchase it on Amazon. 

2.Annotated Physical Copy: All students are required to have their own physical copy of the book

and must annotate in the book itself (I.E. mark pages, highlight, make notes/write in the margins

etc.) 

Annotate (color-coded)  for the following topics: (40 total) 

Blue: Identity (10 annotations)

 Moments a character’s identity is shaped, challenged, or revealed.

Margin question: What forces are shaping this character’s identity here and/or what does

this moment tell us about their identity? 

Pink: American ideals (15 annotations) 

Moments when themes of American identity are present

Justice vs. injustice (race, culture, status, inequality)

“The American Dream” (pursuit of success/happiness) 

Freedom vs. control 

Individual vs. the whole (personal choices, journey to self discovery, contribution to

society) 

Margin question: What does this moment suggest about America? 

Green: Important quotations (15 annotations) 

Beautiful/impactful imagery (Why is it impactful?) 

Commentary on society (What is it saying?) 

Connection to real-life/current events (What does it connect to?) 

Moral/ethical questions (What does this mean?) 

Theme statements (What is the author trying to say?) 

Disclaimer: You know what is acceptable in your home--please make sure to research appropriately with your parents
to ensure that the novel you choose suits what you are comfortable with. Some of these novels may contain mature
or heavy content and must be read with maturity. 

https://www.amazon.com/Gilead-Novel-Marilynne-Robinson/dp/1250784018/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1G7NZOYDXPUFT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gP9ZOq87j-jhT0H7G6Av1Mhy0GRHk8JpWMcUgVvhFGZ9dhnvqkK_gGnMZjczqLO0jdjs743G5TqRCPTN9O6Vtoh_uG_-a4b72iO0Q7l_0u2mcfrsEJldUDs0XFmzuEIoL_EGW1fwwDM5OOKlHBDbna-N9pkThFJNFuk8kYbhqRmfiD_vXm9wSXCIs_0Hx-Kid-BaJ1QCCxqVm5Czun-90QyIqNdMRSjz1GOlQ_h88Go.96Rigg5oQ8t4Y7YB9caRyxj2tJWrF70GgyQI1124XIo&dib_tag=se&keywords=gilead&qid=1776392808&sprefix=gilea%2Caps%2C202&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Nickel-Boys-Novel-Colson-Whitehead/dp/0345804341/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Watchman-Novel-Louise-Erdrich/dp/0062671197/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3BQ8Y1N150P8H&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Yls7NSWFtWEqqMRRfzcN0HJ9DHPfu4CBhYKbe8_hoGYqNbwVG2eCI_KheSWMpkNdOoIwBRgKMlPTCZaQElCE7rd48MZFPlv77UPL9sxFyhx4Nosc3XkmHaPdj4Idw1Y-2iL-6mGF_O-laIN7VXAhS0jXBi3bg8ab416VEsHCx-PKxwYTp0gRAnW1NWns9Nm0cOVVGnTfIgQK_yS8WfuJWtOXGMHuPG2VXd6mJWmrBAU.pGZmSNVCfuvQKFl_zKKYvlKW4fieUv_BooMTkvW5KxI&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+night+watchman&qid=1776392896&s=books&sprefix=the+night+watchman%2Cstripbooks%2C176&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Amazing-Adventures-Kavalier-Clay/dp/0812983580/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OFSQ919SZKEX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QqNHLkFjaiZzg3Z6mHsnYjDcovqpRLsnJZjqGGM_2JKpEdkxzt9xv6W4Ba27cxAvZdBALmZ2o7n71KtfOZR95AlnhmPPoC9j14tXAQmH9YH11yoNYnPHQUpVeEn5Ojiaw9KXNKhmNFtV4wUBLIu40gMZxVdZoo2t0g_P3J_qVoskQNOn-EKXmLeVRmwD9oQu8KjY-WVbr_LZdDQAhudmaub4Wdaakf089IrCLsLLbwQ.pPp0OtHWAY0s3KkYFQ3dxN-z-ftm_RCO05FGtCTXiZ0&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+amazing+adventures+of+kavalier+%26+clay&qid=1776392920&s=books&sprefix=the+amazing+adve%2Cstripbooks%2C161&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Demon-Copperhead-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0063251981/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OZ6YOWZJH39G&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.M8vx7K49bfhys8uZqDVkJAj9fQPS73NfTge0ZAznuU5eJMZBEvE12ZAqwkMeYTKtNdBOs_Tb9N6Z7-ucBgKQmCcA3iMXQAl9L-xYd0tp_IweRhcqtzwFsqB1Mh0huwLB5od9ryDPfQSth8OnJrcSnKItEBSV0HUH7NR8fUfGOW8t7cIIhGe1Nm6bkcYQ2iAKZ9-8Br1y0FMnDO1wEqSRq12Ph8Ksh-H5bZwgtU-rLqQ.oYHrZfgmHuy5gDXSRzmSp0q9_3qb5mxg_9PWiOyjhlk&dib_tag=se&keywords=demon+copperhead&qid=1776392942&s=books&sprefix=demon+cop%2Cstripbooks%2C171&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Demon-Copperhead-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0063251981/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OZ6YOWZJH39G&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.M8vx7K49bfhys8uZqDVkJAj9fQPS73NfTge0ZAznuU5eJMZBEvE12ZAqwkMeYTKtNdBOs_Tb9N6Z7-ucBgKQmCcA3iMXQAl9L-xYd0tp_IweRhcqtzwFsqB1Mh0huwLB5od9ryDPfQSth8OnJrcSnKItEBSV0HUH7NR8fUfGOW8t7cIIhGe1Nm6bkcYQ2iAKZ9-8Br1y0FMnDO1wEqSRq12Ph8Ksh-H5bZwgtU-rLqQ.oYHrZfgmHuy5gDXSRzmSp0q9_3qb5mxg_9PWiOyjhlk&dib_tag=se&keywords=demon+copperhead&qid=1776392942&s=books&sprefix=demon+cop%2Cstripbooks%2C171&sr=1-1
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